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Introduction
This project has been created as a collaboration between Pere Boïl in Valencia and het Graafschap College in Doetinchem. It is the culmination of an Erasmus+ visit in late Oktober of 2021. 
Our main goal is to focus on communication and collaboration between our students. To ensure the project is successful one of the key elements should be that the students actually need to communicate with each other to make their assignments. When designing the project this was one of the main goals. 
The project can easily be changed to fit your schools needs or to fit the goals you might have for the course you’re teaching. To keep the project suitable for a great variety of students we’ve decided to stick to general topics for the presentations. Do try to ensure that the different groups pick different topics for their own presentations as this will make the actual presentations much more interesting to both the teacher and the students. 
On the following pages I will explain how the project might take place during four classes of approximately an hour. 
I hope you and your students will enjoy the project. 
Dolf van Workum

PS: if you have any feedback on the project or if you have any questions please contact met at: d.vanworkum@graafschapcollege.nl 
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Short and sweet

In this project your students are going to create a presentation about a specific aspect of the other group members’ culture. After the initial meeting in lesson 1 the students will start working on their presentations together in lesson 2 & 3 and in lesson 4 your own students will give a presentation about a specific aspect of the other countries culture. 

Colour code:

Preparation
Lesson 1 – Online speeddates
Lesson 2 – Pick a topic and start working
Lesson 3 – Finish the presentations
Lesson 4 – Giving the presentations

Step 1
Agree with your partner school when the speeddates will take place. Ideally the students will bring their own devices to work on, but if those aren’t available, please reserve a classroom that has computers. 

Step 2
Make a document containing the names and e-mail adresses of students participating in the project. Make sure that the students can easily contact each other over the internet during the first lesson (Skype, Google meets, Teams are all great tools to use).

Step 3 (optional)
Prepare some additional questions that students can ask each other to make the speeddates go smoothly. 

Step 4
After the speeddates ask your own students with whom they might want to work together for this project.

Step 5
Create groups together with your colleague. Use the input from step 4 to create groups that are no larger than four students per group. Ideally there should be two students of both schools in a group.

Step 6
During lesson two ask your students to pick a topic for their presentation. Possible topics can vary wildly depending on your and your students’ preferences. The idea is that the topic is about a particular aspect of the other students culture. Various options are given further down in this document. 

Step 7
If your classes align with those of the partnerschool the students can work on their presentations together. If not, the students will have to make an appointment to meet each other online at another time to get the information they need. If you think it’s necessary please help your students to write an e-mail to make an appointment.

Step 8
During lesson three most students should already have the information they need to finish their presentations. Have the students work on the presentation during class. 

Step 9
During the final lesson the students will have to give their presentations. Ideally you’ve arranged with your partner school to have these classes at the same time again. This way you can stream the presentations in your own classroom so that the other students can enjoy the presentations about their own country as well. 
Warning: this step might take longer than one hour to get done. Possible solutions:
· Plan more time;
· Plan a fifth lesson.


Step 10 (optional)
Perhaps you would like to grade the presentations. This could be a way to add a bit of importance to the project in your students’ minds. In the attachments I’ve added a document that can be used to grade the presentations. 


Grading the project and presentations

Even though I don’t think it’s vital that this project culminates in a grade, perhaps you would like to grade this project anyway. Maybe because you have to, or maybe because you’re teaching English and you need to grade the English level of your students during a presentation anyway. In this case you can just use the grading form that comes with your English speaking exam. 

If you want to give the students a grade based on their performance you can use grading form with rubrics in the attachments. 

Optional changes

This project can be changed to fit your needs fairly easily. For an example it might be fun to change the topic of the presentation. One suggestion is to have the students create presentations about some aspects of the personal lives of their foreign partners. The added benefit of this is that students will be forced to work together to get the information they need for their presentation. 

Example topics and questions:
· What kind of sports do you practice?
· What hobbies do you have?
· Do you have any siblings?
· Which personal values do you think are important?
· Are you religious? 
· What do you do for fun? 
· What kinds of sports do you like to watch?
· How much time do you spend in school? 
· ... 

After the students have made their presentation about their partner you could decide to give the students another exercise: figuring out if the ‘profile’ they made about their partner fits the countries stereotypes. For an example: when a Dutch student plays football that is a quite common pastime in the Netherlands. If he were to play the flute, that isn’t too common.

The idea here is that students will learn something about the other culture both through asking questions to their partners and by listening to the presentations of their classmates. 


More questions for students to ask each other

I’ve added some more example questions for students to ask each other. Please discuss with your partner whether you wish to give your students these questions or if you’d rather have them make their own questions. 

· What are some interesting facts about your country that many people may not know about?
· What are some important cultural traditions or customs in your country that you think are unique or interesting?
· What challenges do you think people from your country might face when communicating with people from other cultures?
· What similarities or differences do you see between your country and our country?
· What stereotypes or misconceptions do you think people from other countries might have about your country? How would you dispel those misconceptions?
· How do you think your country could benefit from increased collaboration and communication with other countries?
· What are some global issues that you think are particularly relevant or important to your country?
· What cultural values or beliefs do you think are important to consider when working with people from your country?
· What advice would you give to someone who is planning to visit your country for the first time?
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